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in which a charge was made to the general public; recent amendments to the Railway Act 
extend the jurisdiction of this body to cover rates charged for private wire services as well. 
International telegraph and telephone communications are handled subject to the 
International Telecommunication Convention and its Regulations, or under regional 
agreements, or both. Overseas cables landed in Canada are subject to the External Submarine 
Cables Regulations under the Telegraphs Act. 

Radiocommunications in Canada, except for those matters covered by the Broadcasting 
Act, are regulated under the Radio Act and Regulations which, in addition to providing for the 
licensing of radio stations performing terrestrial radio services, also provide for licensing earth 
and space stations engaged in space radiocommunication services, and the Canada Shipping 
Act and Ship Station Radio Regulations. Radiocommunications in Canada are administered 
in accordance with the International Telecommunication Convention and Radio Regulations 
annexed thereto; the International Civil Aviation Convention; and the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea. A number of Canada- United States conventions and 
agreements are also in effect, such as: the Convention for the Promotion of Safety on the Great 
Lakes by means of Radio; the Convention relating to the operation by citizens of either 
country of certain radio equipment or stations in the other country; the Agreement relating to 
the Co-ordination and Use of Radio Frequency above Thirty Megacycles per Second; the 
Television and FM Agreements; and the Agreement relating to the operation in either country 
of radiotelephone stations licensed in the Citizens Radio Service of the United States and the 
General Radio Service of Canada. In addition, Canada is a party to the North American 
Regional Broadcasting Agreement. 

The Canadian Radio-Television Commission issues licences for broadcasting undertakings 
under the Broadcasting Act of 1968. However, the licences are not issued unless the Minister of 
Communications certifies to the Commission that the applicant has satisfied the requirements 
of the Radio Act and Regulations thereunder, and has been or will be issued a Technical 
Construction and Operating Certificate under that Act. Broadcasting undertakings include 
radio (AM and FM) and television broadcasting stations, community antenna television 
(CATV) systems, and network operations. The technical rules and procedures for the 
allocation of frequency channels and installation and technical operation of broadcasting 
station facilities are set forth in the Department's Broadcasting procedures and radio standards 
specifications. These documents form the basis for determining the acceptability of 
applications for Technical Construction and Operating Certificates and for the control of the 
technical operation of broadcasting undertakings. The availability of the technical facilities for 
broadcasting is subject to the terms of the North American Regional Broadcasting Agreement, 
the Canada - US Television Agreement and the Canada - US FM Agreements. 

Telesat Canada, a corporation created by an Act of Parhament, June 27, 1969, is responsible 
for Canada's domestic communications satellite. It has a unique form of financing — the 
government, designated common carriers, and the general public will each be offered about 
one third of its shares. The corporation's annual report is tabled in the House of Commons by 
the Minister of Communications. 

Licensing and regulation of radio and TV stations. Licensing is the federal government's 
method of maintaining control over radiocommunications in Canada. Under the Radio Act, 
radio stations (other than those used in broadcasting undertakings) employing any form of 
Hertzian wave transmission, including television and radar, must be licensed by the 
Department of Communications, unless exempted by regulation. The following General 
Radio Regulations basically provide for six classes of radio station licence: Coast, Land, 
Mobile, Ship, Earth and Space. Various categories of service may be authorized under each of 
these classes, e.g., public commercial service, private commercial service, amateur, 
experimental, etc. The number of licences in force for radio stations in Canada in the year 
ended March 31, 1972 was 268,810 compared with 256,327 for the previous year. These figures 
include stations operated by federal, provincial and municipal government departments and 
agencies, stations on ships and aircraft registered in Canada and stations in land vehicles 
operated for both public and private purposes, but they do not include stations in the 
broadcasting service. Licensing activities during the year ended March 31, 1972 with 
comparative figures for the previous year shown in parentheses, include: applications 31,608 
(29,125), authorizations 27,085 (23,537), licence amendments 26,139 (22,272), cancellations 


